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from the people. To my certain knowledge, there are quite a large
number of meetings being held all over the country, especially by
women, supporting this Bill, and I am sure that it is in line with
the wishes of the majority of women that the age for the consum-
mation of marriage for little girls should be raised to at least 14.
" I am sure that it would be a considerable help to the passage
of the Bill, if you could express your opinion strongly in support
of it, and also urge on men and women the importance of both
supporting the Bill and living up to its principles in daily practice."
I must confess that I am ignorant of the Bill, but I am
strongly in favour of raising the age of consent not merely
to 14, but even to 16. Whilst, therefore, I can say nothing
about the text of the Bill, I should heartily endorse any
movement whose object is to save innocent girls of tender
age from man's lust. A so-called marriage rite ought no
longer to confer legality upon an immoral and inhuman act,
which consummation even at the age of 14, in my humble
opinion, undoubtedly is. Sanskrit texts of doubtful autho-
rity cannot be invoked to sanctify a practice which is in
itself immoral. I have witnessed the ruin of the health of
many a child mother, and when to the horrors of an early
marriage is added enforced early widowhood, human
tragedy becomes complete. Any sensible legislation in the
direction of raising the age of consent will certainly have
my approval. But I am painfully conscious of the fact that
even the existing legislation has proved abortive for want
of public opinion to support it. The task before the reformer
in this as in many other directions is most difficult. Con-
stant and continuous agitation is necessary, if any real
impression is to be made on the Hindu public. I wish every
success to those who are engaged in the noble task of
rescuing Indian girls from premature old age and early
death, and Hinduism from being responsible for bringing
into being rickety weaklings.
Young India, 27-8-'25